
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

4 April, 2012 – 27 April, 2012

Item 3a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: Following the original PV2 survey and petition as well as 
representation by the council at the NCC meeting, the Committee made a recommendation that a crossing was not 
justified and that warning signs on the road would suffice as a warning to drivers of children crossing. In response a  
letter from the Parish Council was sent to NCC, and representatives attended the NCC Area Committee meeting on 10 
April.  It has now been agreed a second PV2 survey will be undertaken. I spoke to Stefan Bell at NCC today who advises  
me that this is planned for one day week commencing 30 April when they will be recording traffic and number of people  
crossing for a couple of hours from 7.30am as well as the busy period during the afternoon.

Item 3b: Maintenance tasks in the Village: Chris Mowatt has provided quotes for the tasks identified in the 
Millennium Green. The cost will not exceed £600 including parts. This includes scarifying the moss from the grass,  
remove two trees already identified, Tidy and weed the borders as well as cut back the dog wood, fix gate posts and gate  
and remove the moss, uncovering the path way in the Green.  You will be asked to consider this quote. Further quotes  
will come through soon for the maintenance of the public seating and the children’s play area.

Item 3c: The Green, Willow Green – Village Green status: I have now received a response from NCC to my queries 
regarding the application and will bring a draft copy of the completed application to be meeting for your comment and 
consideration. 

Item 3d: Litter picking event in the village: This event was well attended on 21 April and volunteers collected just 
over 20 bags of rubbish from around the village. It was felt that generally there was less rubbish than last year but still  
too much and the Parish Council ask that everyone takes responsibility in keeping the village clear of litter.

Item 3e: Replacement of seats and tables in Millennium Green: I spoke to Stephen Turnbull this morning who has 
promised to send me a quote for a wooden round table that could possibly replace one of the rotten picnic tables that  
has now been removed.  

Item 4b: 2011-12 Audit: You will be asked to approve the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance 
Statement at the meeting. 

Item 4c: Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt for grass cutting at Willow Green:  You will be asked to approve the 
payment of invoice for £50.00 for the two cuts in April.

Item 5a: 12NP0011: Erection of general purpose agricultural steel portal framed building at Troughend Farm, 
Otterburn, NE19 1LA: I received notice on 16 April, 2012 that the above application has after consideration been given 
conditional planning permission.  

Item 6a: Parish Council newsletter: You are asked to consider whether a Parish Council newsletter should be produce 
and if so in what format and what information this should contain as well as the timing of publication.  

Item 6b: Review of supported bus services: I have shared a recent communication from NCC of bus services they 
subsidise that equates to an average of over £5.00 per passenger.  A consultation period reviewing the services of such 
routes is running until 15 July. There are two services run by Snaiths that include Otterburn and these are in danger of  
being stopped. The first is service 835/805 that runs from Otterburn to Morpeth on Wednesday’s. The second is the 915 
service that runs from Otterburn to Bellingham on Thursday and Friday’s. You will be asked to consider what, if any, 
action the Parish Council should take and the response to the consultation.

Item 6c: Digital switch over: I have received the latest newsletter providing details of the digital switch over to happen 
later this year. ‘Switch over clinics’ are being run during May providing information and assistance for the switch over.  
These are run throughout the area but the most local events are 9 May at Town Hall, Bellingham (10.00 – 5.00), 11 May 
at Jubilee Hall, Rothbury (10.00 – 4.00) and 15 May at the Community Centre, Hexham (10.00 – 5.00). A poster with 
further details has been put on the bus stop notice board.  

Item 6d: sale of development site at Tadlow House, Rochester: I have been asked to inform you of the sale of this 
development site. 

Martin Chilvers 27 April, 2012
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